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the nonce. The .sixty thousand men before Capua sufficed to
hold the lines inclosing that fated city, which had been made
as strong as Roman art could make them, while Hannibal
was to be treated to a strict defensive. Until Capua was
reduced, no active steps were to be taken against him. No
special siege - proceedings were undertaken. The city was
blockaded rather than besieged. Hunger was invoked in-
stead of force.

The Capuans were looking constantly for the arrival of
Hannibal, and made frequent sorties. In these their cavalry,
the basis of which was the Numidian horse sent them by
Hannibal, always proved superior to the Romans, but the
infantry was so far inferior that the sorties were generally
driven back with loss.

Despite this fact, the Romans found that they must do
something to offset the superior quality of the Capuan cav-
alry, which caused them no little trouble. The Roman light
infantry contained, among much less good material, the most
active and vigorous youth of the nation. The velites had al-
ways been thoroughly exercised in rapid movements, and
many of them could act with cavalry in almost all its ma-
noeuvres. A new formation was now made. The velites,
who were armed with seven darts, four feet long and steel
pointed, and with short bucklers, mounted and rode behind
the cavalrymen in the swifter manoeuvres, and even in the
charges; and when the shock came, they leaped to the ground
and attacked the dismounted enemy with their darts. This
was a very ancient device, and long in use among the Cartha-
ginians ; but it was a novel one among the Romans; and a
line of infantry suddenly appearing from the midst of a line
of cavalry so entirely upset the calculations of the Capuans
that their ascendant was lost, both in the cavalry and light
troops. This new body of men proved so useful that it wasal to complete the conquest of Sicily.
